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The World Bank           

Migration and Remittances Peer Assisted Learning
Network (MiRPAL) in Europe and Central Asia:

               Video-conference 2 ***        Friday, March 26, 2010 
Tools, approaches and challenges 
for estimating remittances 
This is the second thematic videoconference presented in support of the MiRPAL network and is devoted to the issue of estimating remittance flows both formal and informal, as well as improving information flows on remittances. 

Migration community professionals currently use a number of various techniques and tools to estimate more precisely trans-border remittance flows utilizing data on official remittances, estimating informal remittances, and physical transfer of money as well as via estimating the costs of consumer goods being brought in to the country. These complexities pose challenges to the experts to come up with realistic estimates of the volume of remittances and put pressures and challenges on existing methodology.. 

This session will provide an overview of the issues in (1) measuring remittances—a brief outline of issues and global experiences (including leading CIS experience); and (2) lessons from other regions on capturing(recording) remittance flows through formal channels, estimating informal remittances and exchange of information.

The workshop is structured in such a way so as to allow ample time for discussions between the participants before and during the videoconference (offline and online discussions) in order to learn from the best available experience and practices, including those in the CIS, when it comes to tools, approaches and challenges of estimating the flow of remittances.  During the workshop, each site will develop several questions for the speaker which will be entered onto an online document and immediately shared with all the participation sites. 

The one-hour pre-video conference workshops start promptly at 02:00 a.m.  Washington time 
and at the following times at participating locations:
	Tashkent  11:00
	Dushanbe 11:00
	Perm  11:00

	Bishkek  12:00
	Yerevan 10:00
	Moscow  9:00

	Kiev 8:00
	Minsk 8:00
	Chisinau  08:00



In order to facilitate a more structured dialogue, participants are requested to spend 1 hour prior to the VC discussing the following questions as applied to their countries and present their ideas during the VC after presentations by the WB and MIRPAL host agency:

(1) What kinds of methodologies are currently being used in your country in estimating remittance flows?
(2) What is being done (and could be done) to better capture (record) remittances through formal and informal channels and the efficiency of information exchange on remittances between countries and across institutions within countries.
Participants are encouraged to review backgrounds materials  and come up with a list of questions to the panel of experts to address during the actual video-conference. 

Pre-conference discussion continues directly into video conference, 
which starts at 03:00 a.m.  Washington time

Can’t join us?  View the live webcast  --> 


mms://wbmswebcast1.worldbank.org/live		Windows Media (in English)
http://streaming7.worldbank.org/vvflash/extlive		Flash Player (in Russian)


Program Producers

At World Bank, Washington:   GDLN Studio2, Room MC-C2-123

	
Expert Speaker:
	
Mr. Sanket Mohapatra, Lead Economist, Development Prospects Group, 
World Bank

	
Resource Experts:











Program Leader:
	
Mr. Manuel Orozco, Senior Associate and Director of Remittances and 
Development, Inter-American Dialogue

Ms. Tamara Razin, Senior Economist, Balance of Payments Division of the 
Statistics Department, International Monetary Fund

Mr. Jens Walter, Deputy Head of the Balance of Payments and IIP Division, 
Deutsche Bundesbank

Hemant Baijal, Payments Specialist in the Payment Systems Development Group (PSDG), World Bank

Mr. Sudharshan Canagarajah, Lead Economist, Poverty Reduction 
and Economic Management Dept, Europe and Central Asia Region, 
World Bank

	
Program Moderator:  
	
Mr. Gary Fine, GDLN Coordinator, Europe and Central Asia Region, World Bank

	Local Moscow Moderator:
	Mr. Vyacheslav Postavnin, Head of MiRPAL Host-organization and 
President, Fund Migration XXI Century



Participating Countries/GDLN Affiliates*
	City/Country
	Participating  GDLN  Affiliate  or World  Bank  Country  Office
	Local World Bank Program Facilitator
or local GDLN affiliate contact

	Bishkek, Kyrgyz Rep.
	World Bank Country Office
	Mr. Bakyt Dubashov

	Chisinau, Moldova
	World Bank Country Office
	Mr. Iaroslav Baclajanschi

	Dushanbe, Tajikistan
	World Bank Country Office
	Mr. Vladimir Kolchin

	Kiev, Ukraine
	World Bank Country Office 
	Ms. Svetlana Budagovskaya

	Minsk, Belarus
	World Bank Country Office 
	Ms. Marina Bakanova

	Moscow, Russian Federation
	World Bank Country Office
	Ms. Natalia Vlasova

	Perm’, Russian Federation
	Perm’ State Technical University
	Ms. Valentina Bylinkina

	Tashkent, Uzbekistan
	World Bank Country Office
	Mr. Eskender Trushin

	Yerevan, Armenia
	World Bank Country Office
	Ms. Gohar Gyulumyan




Speaker Profiles
Mr. Sanket Mohapatra is an economist with the Development Prospects Group at the World Bank, co-author of the background paper on the determinants of capital inflows and outflows for the Global Development Finance report and a chapter on corporate financing patterns for 2003 Global Development Finance report. His research interests include international capital flows, sovereign and sub-sovereign ratings, poverty, inequality and growth, and the development impact of remittances and migration. Prior to his current assignment, he worked as an economist with the Africa Region of the International Monetary Fund. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Columbia and a Masters degree from the Delhi School of Economics.
Mr. Manuel Orozco is senior associate and director of remittances and development at the Inter-American Dialogue. He has conducted extensive research, policy analysis and advocacy on issues relating to global flows of remittances and migration and development worldwide. Mr. Orozco is chair of Central America and the Caribbean at the U.S. Foreign Service Institute. He is also adjunct professor at Georgetown University, where he is senior researcher at the Institute for the Study of International Migration. Dr. Orozco holds a Ph.D. in political science from the University of Texas at Austin. 
Ms. Tamara Razin is a senior economist in the Balance of Payments Division of the Statistics Department, IMF. In this capacity, she coordinated the revision, publication and implementation of the Remittance Compilation Guide (RCG). Among other responsibilities, she promotes new concepts and definitions of remittances within the balance of payments framework through seminars on remittances statistics conducted in different regions. Prior to joining the IMF, she was the deputy chief of the Balance of Payments Department at the National Bank of Moldova where she worked on the balance of payments methodology, including producing estimates of remittances. She holds a degree in economics.
Mr. Jens Walter worked at the Federal Statistical Office from 1989-2000 as Head of Section in Foreign Trade Statistics and National Accounts. During that time he was a member of different international working groups dealing with methodological issues and the development of collection systems. In 2000 Mr. Walter joined the Bundesbank and currently works as Deputy Head of the Balance of Payments and IIP Division. In the field of remittances, he represented the Deutsche Bundesbank in the Technical Sub-Group on the Movement of Natural Persons of the UN Interagency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in Services. Mr. Walter holds a degree in economics from Frankfurt University. 
Hemant Baijal is a Payments Specialist in the Payment Systems Development Group (PSDG) of the World Bank. In this role, he represents PSDG at the CIS Payments Initiative (CISPI) Working Group and regularly provides technical expertise on various World Bank funded projects concerning the development of retail and large value payments infrastructure in the CIS region. He is also responsible for managing the World Bank hosted Remittance Price Worldwide database which maintains remittance prices for 21 sending countries and over 180 corridors. Prior to joining the Bank, Mr. Baijal worked as the Global Product Manager for government and innovative payment programs at MasterCard Worldwide for six years; and at JP Morgan Chase and Citibank within Treasury Cash Management and Payment Card businesses. During the 1990s Mr. Baijal worked at the World Bank within Financial and Private Sector units of Africa and Asia regions. He has been involved with designing and launching retail and commercial payment products in over 40 countries.



For additional information, please contact:
Sudharshan Canagarajah, Program Team Leader, scanagarajah@worldbank.org, tel. +1 202 473 4458
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